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Pollution: Corporations & Politicians

By John Osborn, M.D.

Follow the money--the corporate funding of political
campaigns helps explain what Senator Larry Craig (R-
ID) wants to do to the Spokane-Coeur d'Alene watershed.

The world’s worst heavy-metal pollution is in the
Spokane-Coeur d'Alene. Here is some of the nation’s
worst environmental damage. Clearcuts above heavy
metals cause floods to surge across toxic landscapes--
again and again. Each flood dumps nutrients and thou-
sands of pounds of lead and other toxic metals into Lake
Coeur d’Alene. The Spokane River carries the pollution
from Idaho into Washington state.

Senator Craig’s two remedies — his so-called “Forest
Health” bill (S.391) and his Coeur d’ Alene heavy metals
bill (S.1614) — will only worsen the world-class environ-
mental problem confronting these two states.

What must we do to restore the forests? Hundreds of
miles of logging roads need to be ripped; mountain slopes
re-contoured. This could be a win-win for forests and
forest-dependent communities, restoring forested water-
sheds while creating jobs for local workers. But the most
important thing we can do is simply let the forest canopies
— now clearcut — grow back. You cannot log these
forests back to health.

Senator Larry Craig’s remedy? Follow the money.
Craig is one of Congress’s leading recipients of timber
industry PAC money. Last year Senators Craig, Gorton,
and others succeeded in enacting into law the so-called
“salvage rider,” which strips citizens of legal recourse to
stop illegal timber sales. Larry Craig — who for years
pressed the Forest Service to cut more and more trees in
Idaho — has succeeded in having the government re-issue
illegal timber sales that citizens had earlier succeeded in
shelving because of watershed damage. National Forests
are falling. Corporate tyranny reins.

Craig is moving to cement the “salvage rider” into law
with its sequel: Craig’s “Forest Health” bill. On our

watersheds, above the toxic wetlands, the overcutting will
continue, the toxic floods will continue.

What must we do about the massive heavy metal
pollution? Every delay in cleanup means more toxic
metals move downstream into wetlands and into Lake
Coeur d’Alene, where removal is environmentally dan-
gerous and financially prohibitive. The sheer magnitude
of the pollution and cleanup is reflected in projected
cleanup costs. The Justice Department sued the mining
companies in March, estimating damages and costs at
$600 million. Seattle-based Ridolfi Engineering, under
contract with the Coeur d’ Alene Tribe, estimated costs at
$1billion. The value of the minerals taken from the region
is estimated at more than one trillion dollars. Who will

pay?

To answer this question, follow the money. Craig,
Congress’s leading recipient of mining industry PAC
money, recently unveiled his toxic metals bill for the
Coeur d’Alene. Sen. Craig’s heavy metals bill:

e Transfers cleanup costs to taxpayers by effec-
tively releasing mining companies from paying full clean-
up costs.

e Abolishes the current Tribe-State-Federal gov-
ernment oversight, replacing it with a “commission”
weighted heavily towards mining companies and con-
trolled by Idaho’s Governor far away in Boise.

e Does not appropriate money for the clean-up,
deferring decisions to the unreliable, politicized, corpo-
rate-driven yearly budget process in Congress.

e Failstoaddress the connected problems of overcut
forests, floods, and the risk that nutrients will cause heavy
metals on the bottom of Lake Coeur d’Alene to be
resuspended — killing the lake and Spokane River.

Follow the money. Congress and the President should
take a hard look at the toxic, overcut and unraveling
Spokane-Coeur d'Alene watershed as they scrutinize
Craig’s timber and pollution bills. Leadership is needed,
not more pandering to corporate campaign contributors.
The stakes are simply too high.
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Senator Craig's toxic metals bill

Group finds flaws in basin cleanup

proposal

Members of local advisory committee raise questions about extent of cleanup and

authority

By Julie Titone
Staff writer

ROSE LAKE, Idaho— Draft legislation aimed at
cleaning up mining-related pollution in the Coeur
d’Alene River Basin has two big flaws, members of
a citizens’ group said Wednesday night.

e[t doesn’t answer the question: How clean is
clean?

The citizens advisory committee to the Coeur
d’Alene Basin Restoration Project, known as the
CAC, wants all of the streams and lakes to be “fish-
able and swimmable,” and most of them to be drink-
able with proper treatment. There’s no such standard
in the bill as written by Sen. Larry Craig, R-Idaho.

*The bill gives too much cleanup authority to the
governor of Idaho, and too little say-so to local
people who have been working to restore the water-
shed.

“It seems like the CAC is being pushed aside,”
said committee member George Brabb.

Brabb represents the Kootenai Environmental
Alliance. The committee also includes representa-
tives of the Coeur d’ Alene Tribe, landowners, indus-
try and others. They met Wednesday evening with
Sandy Patano, of Craig’s Coeur d’Alene office, as
they’ve done routinely for a year to help craft legis-
lation.

Craig has promised to introduce a bill that would
use dollars from federal taxpayers and mining com-
panies. A month ago, Craig staffers presented a
proposal to the citizens’ group, and they have been
going around the area meeting with interested people.

The bill sets up an advisory commission, then
gives the state of Idaho a federal grant to see that its
action plan is carried out. The bill doesn’t yet put a
pricetag on the cleanup.

Craig still hopes to introduce legislation before
Christmas, Patano said. She encouraged the public to
submit written comments by Monday, or at least let
Craig’s office know that comments were on their
way.

“You’re being heard,” she assured Brabb and
others present Wednesday at the Rose Lake commu-
nity center.

There were some compliments for the bill.

Dolly Hartman applauded its 10 percent cap on
administrative costs. Matt Fein of Hecla Mining Co.
liked the way it deals with liability.

“I particularly like the ‘innocent landowners’
part,” said Fein. People who didn’trelease any heavy
metals into the river system are off the hook, he
noted.

Others were uncomfortable with the governor’s
ability, under the bill, to decide when mining compa-
nies had met their cleanup obligations.

Other concerns:

*As the bill stands, people downstream in Spo-
kane and Washington state don’t have a voice in the
cleanup process — even though the metals-contami-
nated water flows into their landscape, too.

*The bill could be interpreted to take away the
Coeurd’Alene Tribe’s authority over its reservation.

Spokesman Review

December 7, 1995

Copyright 1995, The Spokesman Review
Used with permission of The Spokesman Review
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Idaho senators introduce mining cleanup bill

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A long-awaited revised Coeur
d’Alene Basin cleanup bill has been introduced in the
U.S. Senate by Idaho’s Larry Craig and Dirk
Kempthorne.

The Republicans’ measure comes on the heels of
renewed threats by Attorney General Janet Reno to
sue Silver Valley mining companies for a century’s
pollution.

Gov. Phil Batt and Attorney General Al Lance on
March 8 wrote Reno, saying they worried a federal
suit would divert funds away from restoration.

Federal agencies and the Coeur d’Alene Tribe
have been pushing for the cleanup since 1994.

The bill would erase any lawsuits against
ASARCO, Inc., Coeur d’Alene Mines Corp., Sun-
shine Mining Co., Hecla Mining Co., and any other
corporate survivors for damages.

But it would require them to support a cleanup
fund run by the U.S. Treasury Department and a 13-
member commission representing the Coeurd’ Alene
Tribe, the affected counties, the mining industry and
wildlife regulators.

No price tag is set for the project.

Lewiston Tribune
March 16, 1996

New Bill from Senators Craig and
Kempthorne Threatens Coeur d’Alene

Cleanup

By Scott Brown

The Coeur d’ Alene area made national news recently
when the U.S. Department
of Justice announced it was

Republican senators Larry Craig and Dirk Kempthorne
have introduced legis-
lation that would limit

filing suit against several
of the mining companies
responsible for massive
toxic heavy metal pollu-
tion in the Coeur d’Alene
River basin. Named in the
suit were the Hecla,
Asarco, Coeur d’Alene
Mines and Sunshine min-
ing companies. This deci-

Senator Craig is number one in
the Senate in financial
contributions from mining

companies, having received at
least $89,950 through June 1995.

the financial liability
of these same compa-
nies while virtually as-
suring that adequate
cleanup won’t take
place. Thebill has four
fundamental prob-
lems: unbalanced de-
cision making, inad-
equate funding, no

sion will hopefully pull

these companies and the state of Idaho out of denial about

the continuing need for responsible, basinwide cleanup of

one of the world’s worst examples of mining pollution.
In contrast with the federal decision to try and hold

mining companies accountable for their damage, Idaho

meaningful restoration

goals, and liability release for mining companies without
assurances that cleanup will be accomplished.

Currently decisions about cleanup in the basin are

made jointly by the Coeur d’Alene Tribe, federal health

and environmental agencies, and the state of I[daho. Under

Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

the terms of the proposed legislation, however, the Governor of
Idaho gets full control of the reins. The legislation would
establish a thirteen member commission, of which, the Gover-
nor appoints ten. The Tribe and the federal government, both
major landholders in the basin, are relegated to a total of three
seats — a far cry from their current power sharing with the state.
Additionally, since the state of Idaho has already settled with all
the mining companies but Hecla, and has a long history of
failing to hold the mining industry accountable for pollution
problems, it makes the proposed arrangement that much more
indefensible.

Under the bill, the Governor, in conjunction with the Com-
mission, will negotiate agreements which spell out the financial
obligations of the mining companies over a period of up to ten
years. After meeting these terms, the companies are no longer
liable for damages under federal environmental laws. Given the
disproportionate influence of the mining industry in Boise
(relative to its contribution to the state’s economy) it is all but
assured that these agreements will prove far too weak and
inadequate overall funding for cleanup will result.

The mining industry has long fought basinwide cleanup,
hoping to get away with only cleaning up their own lands and
other, limited, upriver portions while ignoring the fact that
much of the pollution has worked its way into the lower
floodplain, the lateral lakes, Lake Coeur d’Alene and the
Spokane River. This bill would limit the scope of cleanup to the
upper reaches and prove inadequate even there. With no tie-in
to measurable cleanup goals, the mining industry will be able to
walk away from the problem well before it is adequately
addressed. Taxpayers will be left holding the bag for additional
cleanup costs.

There have been strong objections raised about this bill by
several members of the Citizen’s Advisory Committee (CAC),
an advisory group to the Coeur d’Alene Basin Restoration
Project. The CAC, a bipartisan group with representation from
government, industry, conservation groups, the Coeur d’Alene
Tribe and private citizens, put specific criteria in front of
Senator Craig for inclusion in the bill. Few of these found their
way into the legislation introduced in Congress. Liability
release was supposed to be used as a carrot to get the maximum
contribution possible from the mining companies. Senators
Craig and Kempthorne have turned that upside down and offer
the weakest cleanup bill imaginable as a vehicle for getting
some of their big money campaign contributors off the hook.

From January 1989 through June 1995, Sen. Craig was
number one in the Senate in financial contributions from
mining companies, having received at least $89,950. Sen.
Kempthorne has accepted $62,400 from mining political action
committees since 1991.

The harm done to the Basin in the form of environmental
contamination, wildlife and human health damage from mind-
boggling quantities of toxic heavy metals including lead, cad-
mium, zinc, mercury, arsenic and copper is some of the most

extensively documented natural resource damage in history.

e Elevated lead levels persist in many people in the Kellogg
area, home to the 21 square mile Bunker Hill Superfund site, the
nation’s second largest. For humans and wildlife there is no
level of exposure to lead which has been proven to be safe.

* Numerous species including osprey, American kestrels,
marsh hawks, tundra and trumpeter swans, ducks, Canada
Geese, mink and cutthroat trout have been impacted by heavy
metals.

* The annual death toll of tundra swans from lead poisoning
is estimated at between 20 to 200.

e Lake Coeur d’ Alene has been turned into the world’s most
beautiful toxic dump containing an estimated 165 billion pounds
of contaminated sediments. A 1989 water quality study found
many samples with levels of zinc, lead and cadmium which
exceeded standards set for the protection of aquatic life.

* Erosion, greatly exacerbated by continued clearcutting,
flushes toxic metals daily into Lake Coeur d’Alene. In justone
day during flooding in February 1995, over 136,000 pounds of
lead entered Lake Coeur d’Alene. This nearly equals the total
amount of lead which enters the lake during an entire year at
low flow levels.

* High levels of nutrients such as phosphorus and nitrogen
from logging, development, agriculture and sewage cause
excessive plant growth which depletes oxygen. Under these
conditions, the vast quantities of metals in the sediments of
Lake Coeur d’Alene can be released into the water, further
threatening the area’s quality of life and most important eco-
nomic resource.

* Eating fish caught in the Coeur d’Alene River and the
polluted lakes, including Lake Coeur d’ Alene, may pose a risk
to human health.

The Craig/Kempthorne “Coeur d’Alene River Basin Envi-
ronmental Restoration Act” would assure that these problems
will worsen and that taxpayers will be stuck with the bill for the
bulk of cleanup. Please let the senators know that this bill is a
bad deal for Idaho. We deserve better.

Senator Larry Craig
U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510
Coeur d’Alene office ph. 208/667-6130

Senator Dirk Kempthorne
U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510
Coeur d’Alene office ph. 208/664-5490

Contact the Idaho Conservation League in Coeur d’Alene
(208/664-9184) or the Inland Empire Public Lands Council
(509/838-4912) for more information.

Idaho Conservation League
Coeur d’Alene
208-664-9184
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Follow the Money

LOBBYISTS

Who'’s writing the laws for Congress?

By George Miller
for The New York Times

When the House passed a revision of the Clean
Water Act last week, the vote was hailed as a victory
by major industries and trade organizations such as
the Chemical Manufacturers Association that had
long criticized the anti-pollution law.

Those industries had good reason to cheer. Their
paid lobbyists helped write the new bill, which weak-
ens restrictions on companies that put toxins into
municipal water supplies.

Since the November election, there has been an
unprecedented increase in the influence of lobbyists
in drafting legislation and advising congressional
leaders.

Despite House rules to the contrary and past
censure of Representatives who permitted lobbyists
to serve as virtual staff members, in recent weeks
there have been dismaying developments.

*Members of the House Resources Subcommittee
on Water and Power were stunned to see a lobbyist
sitting with Republicans on the dais during a formal
hearing focusing on issues of great concern to his
client, an association of large Arizona irrigation
companies. Only after Democrats objected did the
lobbyist leave the dais.

*A lobbyist for Wholesale Distributors, a trade
association, used a Capitol Hill office provided by
Republicans to work on strategy to promote the
product-liability bill that passed the House in March.
The bill, a legal reform measure which set caps on
damage suits, was heavily supported by manufactur-
ers.

*The chairman of the House Subcommittee on
Energy and Power, Dan Schaefer, Republican of
Colorado, described his method of protecting the
public interest “We go to industry and we ask indus-
try, ‘What is it we can do to make your job easier and
to help you in this competitive world we have,’ rather
than writing legislation and having industry com-
ment on what we write.”

Lobbyists have always sought to influence legis-
lation, and their right to do so—like that of all
citizens—is protected by the Constitution. But it is
wrong when their handiwork is largely protected
from scrutiny.

The nation did not vote to turn the Congress over
to lobbyists so that they could rewrite our health and
safety laws, our environmental regulations and our
tax laws for the benefit of corporations.

I'have introduced a bill to change the House rules
to require full disclosure of the role of lobbyists in the
drafting of legislation, amendments, reports and other
products of the legislative process.

The Lobbyist Disclosure Act would pull
Washington’s hired guns out from behind closed
doors and into public view.

Congress, and the public, should demand its pas-
sage.

George Miller, a Democrat, is a representative
from California.

Missoulian
August 25, 1995
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Lobbyists sink clean-lake bill

Mining industry blasts plan to protect Lake

Pend Oreille

By Betsy Z. Russell
Staff Writer

BOISE —Mining industry lobbyists on Monday
blasted Sen. Tim Tucker’s bid to ensure Lake Pend
Oreille is protected from a large mining project
upstream in Montana.

At their urging, the Senate Resources & Environ-
ment Committee killed Tucker’s proposed resolu-
tion but the committee agreed to send a letter about
the issue.

Tucker said afterward. “It’s better than nothing,”
but he added, “They listen to the mining industry
rather than the people.”

Tucker, D-Porthill, said people from his district
requested the resolution. Sandpoint, East Hope and
Bonner County already have passed resolutions call-
ing for ensuring the lake is protected from mining
pollution.

ASARCO’s proposed Rock Creek mine would
operate about 15 miles upstream from Pend Oreille,
along the Clark Fork River, the lake’s major tribu-
tary.

Russell Westerberg, lobbyist for ASARCO, called
Tucker’s resolution “an affront to the company” and
“totally unnecessary.”

The resolution would have directed Gov. Phil Batt
to meet with Montana Gov. Marc Racicot to ensure
the mine’s wastes don’t push the Clark Fork over
Idaho’s water quality standards at the state line.

Lobbyist Jack Lyman of the Idaho Mining Asso-
ciation called the resolution inaccurate and inflam-
matory.

The resolution referred to ASARCO as a New
Jersey company, Lyman noted, “seeming to imply
somehow that Idaho doesn’t welcome investment in
this state. I think that kind of language sends the
wrong message to non-Idaho mining companies that
might be looking to invest in Idaho.”

Sen. Mary LouReed, D-Coeurd’Alene, defended
Tucker. “Sen. Tucker is responding to some real
concerns of his constituents.”

The committee voted 9-3 to kill the resolution but
draft a letter asking the state to help make sure the
mine complies with water standards.

Spokesman Review

February 20, 1996

Copyright 1996, The Spokesman Review
Used with permission of The Spokesman Review

8 TRANSITIONS March - April 1996




Idaho lakes council frustrated at its

powerlessness

Report cites panel’s inability to implement plans to protect lakes

By Julie Titone
Staff writer

COEUR d’ALENE —Six out of
eight management plans meant to
protect North Idaho lakes have little
chance of success, say members of
the Clean Lakes Coordinating
Council.

The plans lack an agency to carry
them out and money to do the work,
according to a council report to
Gov. Phil Batt.

“We have all these plans that are
collecting dust on the shelves, and
no one to implement them,” said

council staff coordinator Lisa
Prochnow.

The Legislature created the six-
member volunteer council in 1989 to come up with plans
to protect lakes in the five northern counties. But it gave
the council no authority and little money. Prochnow, the
only staff member, works part-time.

“We’re a toothless kitty,” said council member Bob
Hammes. “We have no power to make any regulations
and no power to tax.”

Eightlake management plans have been written. Each
calls upon state, federal and local governments to protect
the water, primarily from nutrient pollution. They cover
home and road-building, logging, stormwater manage-
ment, boating and other activities.

In the report, council members fret about the future of
plans to protect Coeur d’ Alene, Spirit, Hauser, Cocolalla,
Hayden and Twin Lakes.

Only the plans for Priest Lake and Lake Pend Oreille
are likely to succeed, they said.

The Priest Lake plan was mandated by a separate state
law, which provided personnel and authority. The Lake
Pend Oreille plan has a separate three-state organization
to see that it is carried out.

The Clean Lakes Coordinating Council wants the state
to come up with tax money to make the plans work,
although it doesn’t ask for a specific amount or suggest

Water activists fear for the region's water quality as more homes spring up along
shorelines like this one at Arrow Point on Lake Coeur d'Alene.

how it should be spent.

Counties in particular need money to write and enforce
ordinances, said member Dr. O.B. Scott of Coeurd’Alene.

The public needs to be better informed about how
individuals can protect the lake, according the report. And
current laws and regulations need better enforcement, it
says.

The report also calls for better coordination among
agencies to make the lake plans work. Its praises the
Panhandle Health District in particular for protecting
water quality, and says other agencies are doing what they
can.

Only the state transportation department has turned its
back on the lake management plans, according to the
council report.

“They have not attempted, to our minds, to do a thing
to control runoff and erosion,” said Hammes.

Spokesman Review

January 4, 1996

Copyright 1996, The Spokesman Review
Used with permission of The Spokesman Review
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Campaign Contributions to Larry Craig (R-ID)
from Mining PACS
January 1989 through June 1995

Committee Name Cycle Amount
A T Massey Coal Company Inc Pol Assistance Cmte 1990 $1,000
Amax Inc Concerned Citizens Fund 1990 $300
Amax Inc Concerned Citizens Fund 1990 $1,000
Amax Inc Concerned Citizens Fund 1990 $1,000
Amax Inc Concerned Citizens Fund 1990 $500
Arch Mineral PAC 1990 $1,000
Arch Mineral PAC 1990 $4,000
Asarco Employees PAC 1990 $300
Asarco Employees PAC 1990 $300
Asarco Employees PAC 1990 $1,000
Asarco Employees PAC 1990 $1,000
Asarco Employees PAC 1992 $500
Asarco Employees PAC 1994 $500
Asarco Employees PAC 1996 $1,000
Battle Mountain Gold PAC 1994 $250
Battle Mountain Gold PAC 1994 $200
Bhp-utah International Inc PAC 1990 $1,000
Bhp-utah International Inc PAC 1996 $1,000
Brush Wellman Good Government Fund 1994 $1,000
Citizens for Responsible Government - Employees of The Montana Power Co. 1990 $500
Cleveland-cliffs Inc PAC 1990 $500
Cleveland-cliffs Inc PAC 1990 $300
Coalpac A PAC Of The National Mining Association 1990 $300
Coalpac A PAC Of The National Mining Association 1990 $2,000
Coalpac A PAC Of The National Mining Association 1990 $1,000
Coalpac A PAC Of The National Mining Association 1990 $1,700
Coalpac A PAC Of The National Mining Association 1994 $2,000
Coalpac A PAC Of The National Mining Association 1996 $1,000
Cymax Pac Cyprus Amax Minerals PAC 1990 $1,000
Cymax Pac Cyprus Amax Minerals PAC 1990 $2,500
Cymax Pac Cyprus Amax Minerals PAC 1990 $1,000
Cymax Pac Cyprus Amax Minerals PAC 1990 $500
Cymax Pac Cyprus Amax Minerals PAC 1990 $2,500
Cymax Pac Cyprus Amax Minerals PAC 1994 $2,000
Cymax Pac Cyprus Amax Minerals PAC 1994 $4,000
Cymax Pac Cyprus Amax Minerals PAC 1996 $100
Cymax Pac Cyprus Amax Minerals PAC 1996 $5,000
Exxon Corporation PAC 1990 $500
Exxon Corporation PAC 1990 $2,000
Exxon Corporation PAC 1990 $2,500
Exxon Corporation PAC 1996 $2,000
First Mississippi Corporation PAC 1990 $1,000
Fluor Corporation Public Affairs Committee 1990 $1,000
Fluor Corporation Public Affairs Committee 1996 $1,000
Freeport-memoran Inc Citizenship Committee 1990 $500
Freeport-memoran Inc Citizenship Committee 1990 $1,000
Freeport-memoran Inc Citizenship Committee 1990 $1,000
Freeport-memoran Inc Citizenship Committee 1994 $2,000
Freeport-memoran Inc Citizenship Committee 1996 $2,000
Hecla Mining Company Political Action Fund 1990 $100
Hecla Mining Company Political Action Fund 1990 $300
Hecla Mining Company Political Action Fund 1990 $500
Independent Coal Operators Assoc PAC 1990 $1,000
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Post Register
August 11, 1995

Kaiser Aluminum & Chemical PAC 1990 $1,000
Kennecott Corporation PAC 1990 $500
Magma Copper Company Concerned Copper Citizen Fund 1996 $500
Mapco Employees PAC 1990 $1,000
Mapco Employees PAC 1990 $1,000
Mapco Employees PAC 1996 $1,000
Nerco Minerals PAC 1990 $250
Nerco Minerals PAC 1990 $500
Oregon Nerco Employees PAC 1990 $250
Peabody PAC 1990 $300
Peabody PAC 1990 $4,700
Peabody PAC 1990 $1,000
Peabody PAC 1992 $500
Peabody PAC 1994 $1,000
Peabody PAC 1994 $2,000
Phelps Dodge Employees Fund For Good Government 1990 $300
Phelps Dodge Employees Fund For Good Government 1990 $1,000
Phelps Dodge Employees Fund For Good Government 1990 $1,000
Phelps Dodge Employees Fund For Good Government 1994 $500
Phelps Dodge Employees Fund For Good Government 1996 $1,000
Phelps Dodge Employees Fund For Good Government 1996 $3,000
Reynolds Metals Company Political Participation Program Fund 1990 $1,000
Reynolds Metals Company Political Participation Program Fund 1994 $1,000
Reynolds Metals Company Political Participation Program Fund 1996 $1,500
Reynolds Metals Company Political Participation Program Fund 1996 $1,000
TOTAL $89,950
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The Superfund bill

Major polluters want taxpayers to bail them out

The House Commerce Committee supports putting a $50 million
cap on each site, although some will cost many times that amount

to clean up

By Brent Walth
of The Oregonian staff

WASHINGTON — Arsenic and lead coat the
floor of Idaho’s Coeur d’ Alene Lake. In New York’s
Hudson River, cancer-causing chemicals churn amid
the silt. In Texas, mercury poisons a bay.

The lingering industrial pollution at these and
other sites across America have depleted fisheries
and harmed wildlife. Under federal law, corpora-
tions responsible for the pollution must pay to restore
the landscape.

But companies on the hook for the worst natural
resources damage in America hope to convince Con-
gress to shift an estimated $3 billion in claims to
taxpayers.

And Congress is preparing to go along.

The companies have won special provisions in a
House bill that caps their liability at $50 million a
site, although some natural resources damages are
estimated to be five times, 10 times—even 20 times —
greater.

That this Congress is seeking to weaken the
nation’s environmental laws is nothing new. But few
breaks have been so stark—or granted to companies
so prominent or powerful.

Congressional records show that only a handful of
pollution sites will be affected, but they involve some
of the nation’s biggest corporations, including Arco,
General Electric, Dow Chemical and Westinghouse.

Two of the sites are in the Northwest: Coeur
d’Alene Lake and Clark Fork River, Mont., both
burdened by wastes from hazardous mining tailings.

The break is contained in the Superfund reau-
thorization bill, now heading for approval in the

House Commerce Committee later this year or in
early 1996.

Industry lobbyists, who have molded the legisla-
tion, argue that estimated restoration costs for pollut-
ers have been exaggerated. They also argue that
Congress, when it passed the Superfund program in
1980, never intended to create an unlimited liability
for natural resources damage.

Among those companies seeking a change is the
Aluminum Company of America, which faces up to
$250 million in damage claims for mercury pollution
of Lavaca Bay, Texas. Alcoa’s Kevin McKnight,
who has testified before Congress in favor of the
liability cap, said the House bill would restore what
he believes was Congress’ original intent.

“What has started out as a very laudable program
has gone awry,” McKnight said. “What you see
today is a program more concerned about the collec-
tion of money damages than restoration.”

But foes of the break see it as a special-interest
giveaway that, in the end, will tag taxpayers for
billions of dollars.

Rep. Elizabeth Furse, D-Ore., a member of the
Commerce Committee, attempted to remove the
liability cap from the bill. Her amendment to remove
the cap failed along a largely party-line vote.

Furse said the effort to shift restoration costs from
the responsible companies onto the government is
characteristic of a new Congress hostile to environ-
mental regulation.

Continued on page 14
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Continued from page 12

“So many of these people have their ideology in
place, they are doing the industry lobbyists’” work for
them, without the lobbyists even having to be here,”
Furse said.

The bill would help cover some restoration costs
with $350 million from trust funds paid by corporate
fees. But critics say that amount is dwarfed by the
estimated restoration costs of nearly $3 billion

“Our belief has been the party that’s responsible
ought to pay and that a $50 million cap is arbitrary,”
said Douglas Hall, assistant secretary of commerce
for oceans and atmosphere. “With this cap, the only
alternative with these sites is to leave these massive
scars on the landscape or turn to the taxpayers.”

The Superfund program, approved by Congress
in 1980, has come under fire for its cost overruns and
years of delays in cleaning up polluted sites.

Last year, lawmakers reached a bipartisan agree-
menton revamping Superfund, but the bill never won
final approval. Republicans took over Congress in
January and started over on the bill, aided by industry
lobbyists. This year’s overall Superfund bill has
largely resembled industry-crafted proposals for rein-
ing in the program and relieving companies from as
much as half of the cleanup costs.

Companies liable for natural resources damages,
or those backing the liability cap, have contributed
heavily to House Commerce Committee members,
according to an analysis of Federal Elections Com-
mission records by The Oregonian.

Political action committees have given Commerce
Committee members $553,600 throughout the 1994
elections and the first six months of this year. Sev-
enty-five percent of the contributions to members
since the Republican majority took control of Con-
gress went to the GOP.

“It’s fairly clear who stands to gain most because
the cap on liabilities only really affects the biggest
cases,” said Sarah Chasis, a senior attorney with the
Natural Resources Defense Council. “It’s these com-
panies that have been lobbying the hardest.”

The natural resources damage program, which
kicks in after initial site cleanup, attempts to undo
damage caused by pollution in the area. Most often,
the damage has been caused to rivers, lakes and bays
into which the wastes have been dumped.

Unlike the cleanup, which the Environmental
Protection Agency runs, the natural resources resto-
ration is overseen by other federal agencies, along
with states and tribes with jurisdiction over the
damaged areas.

No natural resources damage settlement has yet
reached $50 million. About half of the cases settled
so far have not required payments from polluters,
according to General Accounting Office studies.
Settlements in the remaining cases have averaged
about $2.1 million.

But the biggest cases have yet to be settled, and
that’s where the cap will benefit polluters.

Oregonian
November 24, 1995
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Editorial

A GOP call to stick taxpayers
with polluters’ bills

It is bad enough that members of Congress’ Re-
publican majority want to cut off help for unwed
mothers while continuing handouts for such recipi-
ents as tobacco companies. But the proposal to start
excusing polluters from the cost of cleaning up their
own messes would establish anew corporate welfare
program that would cost taxpayers plenty.

The nation’s Superfund law is far from perfect,
but at least it is based on the sound premise that the
polluter pays the price for poisoning places like the
abandoned Bunker Hill smelter site and surrounding
river drainage in Kellogg. And it imposes tougher
penalties on those polluters that refuse to acknowl-
edge their responsibility and pay up, by authorizing
triple the cost if the government succeeds in proving
their responsibility in court.

Ending that policy could have only two conse-
quences: greater cost to taxpayers or less cleanup of
polluted places. And since many cleanup projects,
like that at Bunker Hill, are already under way,
there’s little likelihood work would stop completely.

That means taxpayers would get the bill while
corporate dumpers of toxic materials, and their insur-
ance companies, would walk.

And depending on which proposal survives the
congressional rush to protect polluters, it could be
even worse than that. Many good corporate citizens,

including a number of Idaho’s mining companies,
have agreed to meet their responsibility to help
dispose of hazardous waste at Superfund sites. If
Congress decides to end the polluter-pays policy, but
not to reimburse those companies, the biggest ben-
eficiaries will be companies that have told the gov-
ernment it will have to sue to get a dime in cleanup
funds.

Reimbursement for past corporate payments would
greatly add to taxpayers’ cost, of course, but it would
be fairer than letting only the worst scofflaws off the
hook.

Least fair of all would be to halt the process that
isreclaiming polluted places like Kellogg, acommu-
nity that is transforming itself from a forsaken wel-
fare haven to a winter and summer recreation center.
That transformation depends on completion of the
Bunker Hill cleanup project.

Shamefully, most of the cost of that project is
already going to federal and state taxpayers, thanks
to the government’s failure to prevent the smelter’s
former owners from stripping their company of its
assets. What Republican members of Congress
propose is to turn every Superfund site into another
Bunker Hill, which would convert one disgrace into
a national scandal. - J.F.

Lewiston Tribune
August 27, 1995
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$600 million in damages:

Justice sues polluters
1907

Fabulous Riches of Coeur D’Alenes

Henry Bush Gives His Impression of North Idaho Country
Cheap Mining is a Feature

Values are more than many mixing Camps and Cost of Extraction Less

The uncovering of the fabulous wealth of the
Coeurd’Alene mining district has but begun, accord-
ing to a statement made by Henry Bush of Butte, to
the Missoulian, who recently returned from an in-
spection trip through this famous district. Speaking
of the exceptional outlook of the district, Mr. Bush
has been quoted as saying:

“Little wonder that the inevitable has happened,
and the world’s mining community has received a
severe but an appreciative shock in knowing that
irrespective of Montana, and Butte in particular,
there exists a wide and extensive district known as
the Coeur d’Alenes, which is attracting attention to
such an extent that the sweeping power of its future
prosperity may be accredited with upsetting the ideas
and changing the capital investment of many mil-
lions of dollars and diverting it from the famous
Butte mines, so well known, and now in favor through-
out the known universe.

“The qualified mines of the whole of the Coeur
d’Alenes, comprising, as it does, big percentages in
copper heretofore unsuspected by the outside world,
and yet richer than the general run of the richest
copper mines in the universe, in addition the richness
ofitslead, silver and zinc, must tell. Althoughno fear
of competition has ever struck the great Butte as a
copper producer, yet here it lies.

“Exploitation makes the necessity for Butte op-

erators to extend their operations and acquire proper-
ties throughout the district. Wallace will in the near
future hold the position of being one of the most wide
awake and progressive cities in the West, with a great
future before it. Investigation shows that the uncov-
ering of the Coeur d’Alenes has but begun, and a
wave of prosperity will sweep the district, carrying
with it hundreds of millions of outside capital fur-
nished to open up the vast vaults of treasure so much
in evidence and so accessible to the investor who
applies his funds to the winning of greater wealth by
extraction at a moderate cost of all these materials
necessary to the world’s enhancement.

“Here in the Coeur d’Alenes lies the secret of
success. You have here cheap mining facilities,
made by nature’s own hand, and ground as solid as
the devil’s home, values in excess of most mining
camps and costing less than half to produce the ore,
and, again, a lower percentage for treating it.

“The general outlook for mining is exceptional,
the vast bodies being opened up in every direction
and the assurance of a future now unquestioned must
be encouraging to all concerned.”

Spokesman Review
January 28, 1907
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Once It Was a Vale of Plenty But Now -
Coeur d’Alene River Valley is desolate;
Party of officials and press representative make exploration trip

By J.K. Coe

A LAKE cruiser with a party of officials, and a
newspaper representative, spent an hour on a silt and
slimes bar across the mouth of the Coeur d’ Alene
river at Harrison yesterday. The party which in-
cluded the board of country commissioners of
Kootenai county, E.T. Taylor, Kootenai county rep-
resentative in the legislature, C.O. Sowder, county
auditor, and the writer was attempting to proceed up
the river to ascertain as far possible what the mill and
mine dumpings were doing to the river and valley.

Their exploration very nearly ended before it
started, but the revelation at that point was a suffi-
cient answer. The hour in extricating the boat from
the mess of mud, slime, and mill refuse, in the midst
of a stench that was almost stifling as the propeller
churned the accumulation from the bottom of the
river was the best evidence of what is actually taking
place in Coeur d’Alene river that could ever be
found.

THE party proceeding up the lake from Coeur
d’Alene found evidence of its pollution several miles
down the lake from the mouth of the river. By the
time the East point, three miles distant, was reached
there was an appreciable coloring to the water. It
assumed the color of grayish-yellow glass. The den-
sity was increased as the mouth of the river was
neared.

There was a clear line of demarcation between the
water coming down from the St. Joe river, clear,
sparkling and clean, and that emanating from the
Coeur d’Alene, muddy, yellowish, and revolting,
with a noticeable stench arising there-from. The
waters as they mingled, looked like wafting smoke.
Gradually the clear water became merged with the
slimy water until all was discolored. Then came the
shallow water and the silt-filled bar.

AFTER an hour the propeller had washed out a
channel and the boat slipped off into the river channel
which had shifted from its former bed to the south
side of the stream. At Harrison County Commis-
sioner E.O. Cathcart boarded the boat and the trip
continued as far as Rose Lake.

The first effect of the polluted waters of the rivers
was noticed as the party passed the outlet to Ander-
son Lake, popular bass and perch lake near Harrison.
It was seen to be not an outlet but an inlet. The
polluted waters of the river were flowing INTO the
lake, where it is said already the fish are succumbing
to the filth.

The same conditions exists all along the river.

Continued on next page
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The water’s always greener on
the other side of the state line

Lake Coeur d’Alene looks green, from all the
sediment washed into it by flooding and runoff. The
Division of Environmental Quality and the Pan-
handle Health District have warned people with
drinking water systems near the lake to treat their
water because the sediment includes lead. Drinking
untreated water won’t necessarily make a person

sick, but the lead poses long-term health risks. Offi-
cials expect most of it will sink to the lake bottom, or
wash out into the Spokane River. So, the good news
is, if you drink the water you won’t barf right away,
and you probably can’t drink enough to risk lead
poisoning. Even better news, for Idahoans, is some of
it will wash down to Spokane anyway.

Spokesman Review

April 14, 1996

Copyright 1996, The Spokesman Review
Used with permission of The Spokesman Review

1929
Continued from previous page

into the lakes, including Blue lake, Thompson
lake, Black lake, Swan lake, and Medicine lake.

Other lakes on the way up seemed to be in much
the same condition although Rose lake is not now
receiving water as its outlet is higher than the river
level at present. At other times, however, it is said the
water backs up in that lake as it does in practically all
of them.

ON every side the once beautiful valley is a
picture of desolation. Mile after mile showed a con-
tinuation of the same condition. Banks covered with
the mill deposit, thousands of acres of what was once
some of the most wonderful meadow land in the
country now a waste of yellow swamp grasses,
covered with muck and slime.

Buildings that were once imposing homes, large
hay barns and cattle barns telling of prosperous
years, large incomes and happy community life, all
are sad reminders of what once was. The buildings
have collapsed, windows, doors and fences, are all

wrecks of their former selves, shingles and “shakes”
of former days are broken and decayed and moss is
growing where once the bright sunlight spread its
beam of cheer.

The ranches are silent. Where once hundreds of
cattle browsed on the rich and succulent grasses;
where the husbandman was busy with the scythe and
sickle and harvest was a busy season; where happy
life and prosperity reigned, now all is peaceful and
quiet. It is a veritable “Valley of Death” in a “Para-
dise Lost.”

(J.K. Coe will continue in another story to appear
soon the chronicle of his trip up the wasted river
valley. The articles when they are completed should
make clear in the minds of every resident of Kootenai
county and Northern Ildaho the need for cleaning up
this ghastly pollution of what was once probably the
most beautiful river valley in the entire west.)

Coeur d ‘Alene Press
December 23, 1929
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