
September 23, 2014 
 
The Right Honourable Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P. 
Prime Minister of Canada 
Langevin Block 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A2 

President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 

 
Dear Prime Minister Harper and President Obama: 
 
As leaders of religious communities and indigenous people of the Columbia River Basin, we are 
providing you with the Declaration on Ethics & Modernizing the Columbia River Treaty. 
 
The Columbia River Pastoral Letter by the Roman Catholic Bishops of the international watershed sets 
forth a moral framework for decision-making for the river and the human communities that depend on 
the river. Using this framework, Gonzaga University in Spokane hosted a conference on May 13, 
Ethics & the Columbia River Treaty: Righting Historic Wrongs. From this conference issued the 
enclosed Declaration. The Columbia Basin tribes believe that this Declaration is consistent with the 
spirit and intent of the U.S. Entity Regional Recommendation on the Future of the Columbia River 
Treaty after 2024. 
 
We ask that you support and actively implement this Declaration to modernize the Columbia River 
Treaty so as to promote the common good through stewardship and justice, while advancing respectful 
dialogue and an international water ethic.  
 
Sincerely, 

   
Archbishop J. Peter Sartain 
Archdiocese of Seattle 
Roman Catholic 

Archbishop Alexander Sample 
Archdiocese of Portland 
Roman Catholic 

Bishop Mark MacDonald 
Nat’l Indigenous Anglican Bishop 
Anglican Church of Canada 

   
† John Corriveau, OFM Cap 
Bishop of Nelson 
Roman Catholic 

Bishop Blase Cupich 
Diocese of Spokane 
Roman Catholic 

Bishop Joseph Tyson 
Diocese of Yakima 
Roman Catholic 

   
Rabbi Daniel Fink 
Cong. Ahavath Beth Israel 
Boise, Idaho 

The Rt. Rev. Gregory H. Rickel 
Episcopal Bishop of Olympia 

The Rt. Rev. Michael J. Hanley 
Tenth Bishop of Oregon 
Episcopal Church 

   
Bishop Bavi Edna Rivera 
Episcopal Diocese of  
Eastern Oregon 

Bishop James Waggoner 
Episcopal Diocese of Spokane 

Bishop Martin Wells 
Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 

   
Bishop Richard Jaech 
Southwestern Washington Synod 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Acting Bishop Susan Kintner 
Oregon Synod 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Bill Green 
Executive Director 
Canadian Columbia River 
Intertribal Fisheries Commission 

   
Paul Lumley 
Executive Director 
Columbia River Inter-Tribal 
Fish Commission 

Grand Chief Stewart Phillip 
Chairman 
Okanagan Nation Alliance 

D.R. Michel 
Executive Director 
Upper Columbia United Tribes 

   
Heather Ray 
Executive Director 
Upper Snake River Tribes 

Richard Janssen 
Nat. Resources Dept. Director 
Confederated Salish  
and Kootenai Tribes 

Taylor Aalvik 
Natural Resources Director 
Cowlitz Indian Tribe 

FAITH COMMUNITIES 
✞ 

Roman Catholic 
• Archdiocese of Portland 
• Archdiocese of Seattle 
• Diocese of Nelson 
• Diocese of Spokane 
• Diocese of Yakima 

✞ 
• Anglican Church of Canada 

✡ 
• Cong. Ahavath Beth Israel 

✞ 
Episcopal 
• Diocese of Olympia 
• Diocese of Oregon 
• Diocese of Eastern Oregon 
• Diocese of Spokane 

✞ 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
• E Washington/Idaho Synod 
• SW Washington Synod 
• Oregon Synod 

 

FIRST NATIONS AND 
INDIAN TRIBES 
Canadian Columbia River 
Intertribal Fisheries 
Commission 
• Columbia Lake Indian Band 
• Lower Kootenay Indian Band 
• St. Mary’s Indian Band 
• Tobacco Plains Indian Band 

 
Columbia River Inter-Tribal 
Fish Commission 
• Confederated Tribes and 

Bands of the Yakama Nation 
• Confederated Tribes of the 

Umatilla Indian Reservation 
• Confederated Tribes of the 

Warm Springs Reservation of 
Oregon 

• Nez Perce Tribe 

 
Okanagan Nation Alliance 
• Confederated Tribes of the 

Colville Reservation 
• Lower Similkameen Indian 

Band 
• Okanagan Indian Band 
• Osoyoos Indian Band 
• Penticton Indian Band 
• Upper Nicola Band 
• Upper Similkameen Indian 

Band 
• Westbank First Nation 

 
Upper Columbia United Tribes 
• Confederated Tribes of the 

Colville Reservation 
• Coeur d’Alene Tribe 
• Kalispel Tribe of Indians 
• Kootenai Tribe of Idaho 
• Spokane Tribe of Indians 

 
Upper Snake River Tribes 
• Burns Paiute Tribe 
• Fort McDermitt Paiute 

Shoshone Tribe 
• Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of 

the Fort Hall Reservation 
• Shoshone-Paiute Tribes of 

the Duck Valley Indian 
Reservation 

 
Conf. Salish and Kootenai 
Tribes of the Flathead Nation 

 
Cowlitz Indian Tribe 
 


